In 2013, David Schmidly gave a talk at the ASM meeting on the life and career of Vernon Bailey, one of the most productive and well-known biologist with the United States Biological Survey (Survey-Schmidly 2013) . This was sufficiently well received that Schmidly was invited to organize a symposium the following year that expanded the theme to address the role and influence of the Survey on natural history in North America (Schmidly and Gardner 2014) . This also was well received and subsequently prepared as a series of chapters in the volume under review here. I asked to provide this unsolicited review because I believe that most readers of the Journal will be interested in this publication, which provides a highly readable yet distilled account of key years and people in the Survey, as well as references to important books and papers for those interested in further study.
Following a brief preface, this volume includes 7 chapters by as many authors. A subsequent Literature Cited provides references for most chapters, although 2 chapters (written by a historian and a legal scholar, respectively) present references at the end of their respective contributions.
Al Gardner opens the book with a succinct history of the Survey, and Schmidly and Tydeman close it with comments on the legacy of the Survey into modern times. Between these bookends are chapters summarizing the life and legacy of C. Hart Merriam (by Kier Sterling), Vernon Bailey (Schmidly, greatly amplified from his ASM presentation), a general paper on "Merriam's Men" (Schmidly) that outline the roles and contributions of other Survey employees, and a fascinating chapter on the role and influence of E. W. Nelson and E. A. Goldman on mammalogy in Mexico (X. López-Medellín and R. Medellín). Finally, M. J. Robinson distills parts of his book on the role of the Survey in predator and rodent control (Robinson 2005) . Among other things, the latter highlights the role that the ASM and key ASM leaders played in questioning the widespread efforts to eradicate these key components of natural ecosystems; this is a role that ASM leaders and Committees continue today (Knudson 2012; Bergstrom 2013; Bergstrom et al. 2014 ). Additionally, these efforts threatened the internal structure the Survey itself as some members were strongly opposed to these practices.
One theme that emerges from this volume is the extent and nature of linkages between the Survey and the ASM. For those interested in the history of mammal biology in North America, this is an easyto-read distillation of a large literature; translation to Spanish should be encouraged to ensure that all Mexican mammalogists also have access to this history, which is as relevant to the maturation of mammalogy there as in the United States itself. The authors and editors should be applauded for their efforts and for making this available in an Open Access venue. Schmidly, Tydeman, Gardner, and their colleagues have distilled a fascinating history, and if nothing else are likely to whet the appetites of students of mammalogy throughout North America, and hopefully elsewhere as well. 
